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Four UN led agendas 

• SDGs (agreed/endorsed) 
•  but agreement on indicators + finance still to come 

• UNFCCC/COP (agreed)  
• but needs government commitments 

• Sendai framework for disaster risk reduction (agreed and 
endorsed) 

• New Urban Agenda (being written for Habitat III) 



Key issues 

Growing recognition of importance of urban centres for all 
four agendas 
• But not universal 
• Some governments wanting to slow r-u migration 
Recognizing importance of local governments for realizing 
these  
• Especially in Sendai framework 
• Less so in SDGs (although there is a city goal) 
• Less in UNFCCC (although new platform) 
• Local governments must be central to the New Urban 

Agenda 



Recognizing components of New Urban Agenda  

•  How good urban policy+practice can address pressing 
social/economic/environmental/ecological issues 

  locally-rooted upgrading, service provision, civil 
 society engagement, data collection, land-use 
 management, energy efficiency/clean fuels, mobility, 
 extending infra network… 
•  SDGs + Paris Agreement good on what to do; less so on 

how, by whom and with what support 
• Habitat III bringing an urban and a local lens to the SDGs 

and the Paris Agreement  



Bringing urban lens to SDGs & Paris Agreement 

Meeting most SDGs and climate change adaptation and 
mitigation goals requires 
• engagement of all municipal/city/metropolitan governments 
• National framework to support this 
• Coordinated support from different sectors of national and 

state government  
 
 



What Brazil brings 

30 years of strong examples of innovative city governments 
• Including participatory budgeting 
• Many cities addressing many SDG goals 
A National Ministry of Cities  
• That recognizes how meeting the SDGs & the Paris 

Agreement requires buy-in from urban governments 
• So how to catalyse and motivate local governments? 
• How to make this the centre of the New Urban Agenda 



Key players/champions for such an approach 

• Local governments and civil society working within national 
framework 

• UCLG and regional UCLGs 
• ICLEI 
• C40 and Compact of Mayors 
• SSDN and support for city goal 
• Regional and national networks of cities 
• IPCC 
• Carbonn Climate Registry 
• SDI 

 



Experience in Europe 

Early recognition of cities’ importance for economic growth 
and innovation 

• More engagement of local governments with private 
sector and local universities 

Recognizing need for city-region approach 
•  and local government coordination and cooperation 

Role of national urban policies in  
• addressing de-industrialization,  
• supporting urban renewal  
• addressing social and environmental needs in particular 

localities 



Experience in Europe II 

• Recognizing how innovative local governments can be – 
including local responses to global 
environmental/ecological agendas.  
• Importance of strong local democracies 

• Much innovation in local governments but national 
governments should take lead/encourage this to avoid  
patchwork of uncoordinated targets, goals and 
programmes 



Experience in Europe with NSDS 

Some in response to Agenda 21 (agreed in 1992); others 
following the EU Sustainable Development Strategy 
formulated in 2001.   
• Some defined by national government, drawing in all 

sectors with guidelines for local governments 
• Others more from local/bottom up  



REMEMBERING WHAT EUROPE ALREADY HAS 

• No huge backlogs in development (piped water, good 
sanitation, health care, solid waste collection, drainage…) 

• Well established local governments with capacity 
• Low- and middle-income countries with very large backlogs 

in meeting development needs… so NSDSs need strong 
emphasis on the D 



Challenges  

• Getting urban & local government into NSDS 
• Keeping attention to all SDGs, not just climate change   
• Bottom up+top down working together (both needed) 
• Getting all Ministries and sectors working together 
• Getting cooperation between local governments in city-

regions …. agglomeration economies 
• Need strong institutional foundation and knowledge base 

at local government level and framework of support from 
national government 

• National government as a scale-upper – programme 
assistance, funding and knowledge 



New Urban Agendas 

1960s/1970s, Housing by People 
1970s: the New Urban Agenda at Habitat I 
1980s: Healthy Cities movement 
1980s: Innovations in local democracy including participatory 
budgeting 
1992: Local Agenda 21s 
1996: New models of intervention by federations of 
slum/shack dwellers 
2010: Making my city resilient 
2015: Know your city - Slum/shack dwellers international 
2015: Carbonn 



Why did these have influence 

• Clear set of principles 
• That addressed local concerns 

• Including accountability and transparency 
• That local governments could buy into 
• That local governments and local populations felt was their 

agenda 



BUT 

• Will urban governments feel that the New Urban Agenda 
is their agenda? 

• And so get their buy-in 
• Can Habitat III produce this? 

• Not there in 1996 Habitat Agenda 
• What happened to commitments agreed at Habitat I & II? 
  

 



POST-SCRIPT 

Unless national and sub-national governments  become a lot 
more effective, “…cities will become more unequal, less 
productive in terms of the need for increasing amounts of 
infrastructure, larger in population with greater demand for 
essential services, more spread out in terms of urban form, 
increasingly difficult and expensive to provision, and at high-
risk to climate change impacts” (Michael Cohen) 
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