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AMMAN 

Are Cities important? 









Largest cities in the World (2025) 

Source: IIED 



Is urban transformation possible? 

Source: Yann Arthus-Bertrand/GoodPlanet & Johan Otto von Spreckelsen (2014) 



Urban transformation: Shanghai (1987) 

Source: Reuters 



Urban transformation: Shanghai (2012) 

Source: Reuters 



Why Cities were not fit to have a SDG in 2013? 

• Too complex 
 
• Un-implementable 

 
• If urban, then why not a rural goal? 

 
• Too much power to local & regional 

governments 
 



A stand-alone  
Urban Sustainable Development Goal 

 
a 21st century idea whose time has come 

 
 

www.urbanSDG.org 



Partners:  #urbanSDG Campaign 



Over 200 cities, regional governments, 

international organisations,  
people' movements & universities,  

support an stand alone 
  

Urban Sustainable Development Goal 
 

www.urbansdg.org 
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After lots of debate… 



Make cities and human settlements 
inclusive, safe, productive, resilient 

and sustainable 
 

#urbanSDG 



… and even more debate what did we get? 



+ No one left behind ! 

Universal Agenda: all people everywhere 
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SDGs: Sweden 

Source: SDSN 



0%

50%

100%

SDGs: USA 

Source: SDSN 
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SDGs: China 

Source: SDSN 
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SDGs: Brazil 

Source: SDSN 



SDGs: South Africa 
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SDGs: India 

Source: SDSN 



With the SDGs all countries are 
developing countries 



UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY: NEW YORK 

Did UN member States actually agree to this? 



#urbanSDG 
Make cities and human settlements 
inclusive, safe, productive, resilient 

and sustainable 
 
 

Deep ambiguity on financing & the formal 
role of local & regional governments 

 
Responsibility of all territorial development 



600 million meaningful new jobs: 
with better working conditions 



GUANGZHOU 



COPENHAGEN 



Education + health care: 
for all 5 billion urban citizens 





1-2 billion from slums:  
into secure housing + adequate services 



RIO DE JANEIRO 



HONG KONG 



BANGKOK 



BOGOTA 



Build resilience & address informality: 
$90 trillion urban economy 



LEYTE ISLAND | PHILIPPINES 



MUMBAI 



What happens if we can’t implement the urban 
SDGs by 2030? 



HONG KONG 



CAIRO 



FALLUJAH 



How is local transformation linked to a 
global urban transition? 
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Urban India: SDG status 2000 

Source: IIHS Analysis 
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Urban India: SDG status 2015 

Source: IIHS Analysis 
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Urban Karnataka: SDG status 2000 

Source: IIHS Analysis 
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Urban Karnataka: SDG status 2015 

Source: IIHS Analysis 
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Bangalore: SDG status 2000 



0%

50%

100%

Bangalore: SDG status 2015 

Source: IIHS Analysis 



People from the peripheries … 



Cities & Regions of the world unite.. 



Goal 11 + 12 Other Goals 



Partnership:  
 

~ 200 UN member States 
 

+ 2,000 local & regional governments 



#urbanSDGs 
 

= 
 

No one is left behind 
 

+ 
 

No place is left behind 



KOLKATA 

The big challenge: how do we implement ? 






