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Measuring and monitoring progress towards
the Sustainable Development Goals

Much discussion over indicators:

* Indicators suggested to measure performance on the
SDGs

* Indicators that set base lines that are reqularly
updated and so monitor progress on SDG goals
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Original: English

Statistical Commission

Forty-seventh session

8 - 11 March 2016

Item 3(a) of the provisional agenda *

Items for discussion and decision: Data and Indicators for the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda

Report of the Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable
Development Goal Indicators

Note by the Secretary-General

In accordance with Economic and Social Council decision 2015/216 and past practices, the
Secretary-General has the honour to transmit the report of the Inter-agency and Expert Group
on Sustainable Development Goal Indicators. The present report provides an overview of the

work of the Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal Indicators
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The indicators chosen will influence what governments
and international agencies do

Indicators often simplify complex issues

* Indicators for water often just on availability — and not
on safety, regularity and cost

SO FOUR COMMENTS
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1. Some Indicators are inappropriate

For SDG 1. For monitoring poverty, UN still applying the same
poverty line to all nations (US$ 1.90/person/day ppp).

 But the cost of basic needs varies a ot between nations
and within nations
« Could you meet your needs in Sao Paulo on US$1.90/day?

For any poverty measure, set the bar too low and it produces
nonsense statistics
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Inappropriate indicators (2)

SDG 6; by 2030, achieve universal and equitable access
to safe and affordable drinking water

« But the UN indicators for water do not measure if
It is safe or affordable or regular

« UN admits that many people said to have
‘improved’ water provision are using water that is

faecally contaminated.
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2. Capacity to collect indicators proposed

How much accurate data on the billion or so people living in
informal settlements?

Do informal settlements get included in sample frameworks
*  NO maps

* no street addresses

 illegal

* Frightening?

Do censuses cover informal settlements?
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3: Confusion over indicators for national
and for local

Responsibility for implementing many of the SDGs falls to local
governments.

They need relevant indicators to guide them.
The UN report recommends that they are ‘action-oriented’
* Too aggregated to point to the geographic location where action

is needed.
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3: Confusion over indicators for national
and for local

Indicators that give national averages or averages for all urban areas
do not point to where problems are located.

Indicators on the population who lack
* water piped to their home

* toilets

* solid waste collection.....

Needed for each local government area — and for each street.

S TT—————
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3: Confusion over Indicators for national
and for local

National averages for who has convenient access to public transport
or to open space
* Ordata on this for each small area unit

Indicators on premature death — for instance on infant, child and
maternal mortality — are needed for each location, not just for
national averages

The same is true for measures of air pollution; national averages do
not tell you where the problem is most acute
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3: Confusion over indicators for national
and for local

So we need to be clear here

* Indicators needed by local government to guide them in meeting
the SDGs and addressing other local needs are

not the same as

* Indicators needed by national government — although some
national indicators will be aggregates of local indicators




Preliminary Sustainable Development Goal (SDG)
Index and Dashboard

Jeffrey D. Sachs, Guido Schmidt-Traub and David Durand-Delacre

SDSN Working Paper
15 February 2016

Draft for public consultation through to 31 March 2016 — not for citation



> EUROPEAN UNION
P BRASIL

4: How multi-indicator indexes can
confuse

New report recommending an Index has only one indicator for SDG
11: mean average concentration of PM2.5 in urban areas.

So no indicator on other key issues in SDG 11 on

* housing

. upgrading ‘slums’ SDG11: “Make cities and

* disaster risk reduction human settlements

* solid waste collection inclusive, safe, resilient and

* public space

. sustainable” but only
e presence of relevant policies .

indicator a measure of fine
particle air pollution!
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4: Where are these problems most serious

Great importance & relevance for low- income and many middle-
income nations, less so for high-income countries.

Less so for Brazil with its long history of innovation in data collection

by the national government and by individual cities.

* Indeed, this very meeting and the commitment of the Ministry of
Cities to support local governments to address the SDGs shows
this

* So the discussions at this meeting can also draw on experience in
Brazil and provide guidelines for other countries.
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1: Getting relevant data to support local
action

Censuses that inform national and state governments and that

provide data for local governments

* ina form that allows them to identify the small area units or
streets where problems are most acute

Consider how other sources of relevant information (including
household surveys and vital registration systems) can better serve
local data needs
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2: Indicators from local sources

* All cities should review what data they collect or could collect
and how this can help monitor their progress towards the SDGs.

 Many Latin American cities have innovated on this
and bringing together the data collected by different
departments

* Engagement with civil society can be a powerful source of
information for the SDGs. Participatory budgeting has often led
to stronger local data on budgeting and resource allocations



David Simon, Mistra Urban
FAutures, Gothenburg,
Sweoden, and Royal

Hol , Unhversity of
London, UK

Address: Chalmers
University of Technology,
41206 gzhnbugbg

Swodert emalt david
dmorchalmens se

Halen Arfvicsson, Mistra
Urban Futwres, Gothenburg,
Swoden

Gootika Anand, Indlan
Institute for Human

Settements, Bangakre,
Incda

Amir Bazaz, Indlan Institute
for Human Scttiemants,
Bargdors, Inda

Gl Ferna, Quantum

Strategy & Technology,
Groater Mom,q
Kovin Foster, Paimer

Growp, Ca
Toam, South AM:? po

Garima Aain, Indlan Institute
for Human Scttiements,
Bangalore, Indla

Developing and testing the Urban
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targets and Indicators - a five-city
study

DAVID SIMON, HELEN ARFVIDSSON, GEETIKA ANAND,

AMIR BAZAZ GILL FENNA, KEVIN FOSTER, GARIMA JAIN,
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ALEXWHARTON AND CAROLWRIGHT

ABSTRACT The campalgn foe the inclusion of a spedfically urban goal within
the United Nations' Sustainable Development Geals (SDGs) was challenging.
Numerous divergent interests were involved, while urban areas woeldwide are
ako extremely heterogeneous. [t was essential to minimize the number of targets
and indicators while sl capturing critical uban dimersions relevant to human
development. It was also essential to test the targets and Indicatoes. This paper
reports the findings of a unique comparative pilot project involving co-production
between researchers and local authoelty cofficials In five diverse secoodary and
intermediate cities: Bangalore (Bengaluru), Indl; Cape Town, South Africa;
Gothenburg, Sweden; Greater Manchester, United Kingdom; and Xisumu, Keorya.
Each city faced pecblems In providing all the data required, and each also proposed
varlous changes to maximize the local relevance of particular targets and indicators.
This reality check peovided invaluable Inputs to the process of finalizing the urban
SDG priar to the formal announcement of the entire SDG set by the UN Secretary-
General In late September 2015,

KEYWORDS Bangalore [ Cape Town [ Gothenburg [ Greater Manchester |

Indicators { Kisumu { targets / Urban Sustaimable Developenent Geal

Showing potential of
city governments to

collect relevant data
And

challenges
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Indicators from slum/shack dwellers

Vast data gaps in much of Africa and Asia is on informal settlements.
e Often half the city .............
* Local government usually lacks data

But lots of innovation here. Federations of slum/shack dwellers in

30+ nations doing detailed surveys/maps of all informal settlements

in their city

* use these to negotiate with and work with local governments

* Provide accurate and detailed data on many of the SDGs.

* Help strengthen ties between the slum/shack dwellers and local
governments
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Know Your City iswa global campaign of Shack / Slum
Dwellers International (SDI) and UCLG-A to collect and
consohdate commumity-collected citywide data on sloms as
the basis for inclusive development between the urban poor
and local governments. This work combmes hard data and rich
stories from urban poor communities in 224 cifies across the
Global South and has become the basis of a unique social and
political argument that iz at the heart of SDI's mission to
develop and support an informed and united voice of the urban
poor.

Visit the Know Your City website to leam more about the
slum data collected from acrozs the SDI network.
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Conclusions: what all governments must do

* Review data they collect; does it cover all the SDGs

* Consider how existing data gathering systems can expand to
address some of this

* Discuss with local governments how to get the right balance
between national and local data

* and what role local governments and local civil society
organizations have in contributing to data collection
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Conclusions: what all governments must do

Support local government innovation on this

* how to nest indicators for national goals within indicators for
local goals and not make reporting requirements to onerous

Consider how local governments can make their own commitments

to the SDGs and to monitoring their own performance — so national

reports are aggregates of local reports

* Paris Agreement platform for local governments to commit

* Perhaps we need that for SDGs too
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Conclusions: where there iIs little local data

Where there is so much missing data on informal settlements

* Look at the experience in 200 cities and over 20 nations of
profiles and maps by Slum/Shack/Homeless People’s Federations

Very detailed coverage of

* Housing and land site

* Land ownership

* Water and sanitation

* Drainage and solid waste

* enterprises, transport and other services......

 And each community’s priorities
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Gilberto Kassab (Ministro das Cidades)
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oportunidade urbana Francisco Gaetani (Secretdrio Executivo do Ministério do Planejamento, Or¢amento e Gestéio)
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Center for Sustainable Cities!
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Mareelo Cintra do Amaral (Coordenador de Politicas de Carsten $andhop (Diretor do KFW Bance de Desenvolvimento no
11:00 e Sustentabilidode - BHTrans) 11:00 Brasil)
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14:00 Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH) 14:00 de Janeirc)
N Luis Paule Bresciami (Secretdric Executivo Consdreio Intermunicipal N David $tevens (Coordenador do Centro de Excelénda para Redugdiol
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. a Humanigade Internadonal - HFHI, Estados Unidos) . riana Cava iﬁn &1 ( ra do Instituto de Estudos Sociais &
14:00 Wilson Valério da Rose Lopes (Conrederagso Nodonal dcs 14:00 Politicos da Universidade do Estado do Rio de Janeiro - IESD UER])
as Associagies de Moradores CONAM) as Nathalie Alvarade (Especialista Principal em Seguranca Cidadé e
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