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WHY CARE? 
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Water Governance key to sustainable cities 

Current levels of service 
delivery and water security in 

OECD and emerging 
economies should not be 

taken for granted  

Simultaneous action is 
needed on : 

Infrastructure, 
institutions and 

information  

SDG 11 “ Making Cities inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable 



PROGRESS  



Significant achievements in two decades  

Share of water loss  

Share of population with access to drinking 
water 

Share of population with access to sanitation  

Per capita domestic water consumption   

Source : OECD (2016) Water Governance in Cities, OECD Publishing, Paris 



KEY CHALLENGES  



Concerns from the 48 surveyed cities  

Top 5 ranking out of a list of 65 words provided to the respondents of the 48 cities surveyed 
Source : OECD (2016) Water Governance in Cities, OECD Publishing, Paris 



Challenges relate to inequality, infrastructure, 

floods and droughts 

Source : OECD (2016) Water Governance in Cities, OECD Publishing, Paris 



IS GOVERNANCE FIT 
FOR THE FUTURE? 



The sector remains largely fragmented and 

multiple scales need to be combined   



Prominent multi-level governance gaps 

Capacity Funding 

Source : OECD (2016) Water Governance in  Cities, OECD Publishing, Paris 
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WHAT SHOULD 
LOCAL & NATIONAL 

GOVERNMENTS DO? 



Policy Responses : The 3Ps co-ordination framework 

3Ps 

People 

Places Policies 

Source : OECD (2016) Water Governance in  Cities, OECD Publishing, Paris 



People  

Focus  Stakeholder engagement 

• Building trust and ownership 
• Securing the willingness to pay  
• Raising awareness on current/future risks  
• Fostering accountability of city managers  
• Managing conflicts on water allocation 
• Ensuring the buy-in of reforms  
• Setting convergent targets across policy areas.  

• Water, a fragmented sector 
• Service providers (main counterparts of city 

departments ( 81%) 
• New stakeholders ( e.g. property developers) 

 

Frequent interactions between city 
and stakeholders 

Source : OECD (2016) Water Governance in Cities, OECD Publishing, Paris 



Places  

Rural – urban linkages  

Focus Rural- Urban partnerships 

• Building synergies  
• Managing trade-offs  
• Integrated water resources management 

Focus  Metropolitan governance 

• Relevant scale for investment  
• Information sharing  
• Planning, policy making, strategy setting 

Source : OECD (2016) Water Governance in Cities, OECD Publishing, Paris 



Policies  

Policies influencing urban water management  

Focus  policy complementarities 

• reconciling administrative, functional and 
hydrological logics 

• efficiently allocating resources 
• increasing capacity 

Co-ordination mechanisms 
across policies 

Source : OECD (2016) Water Governance in Cities, OECD Publishing, Paris 



Next steps : implementation  of the  

OECD Principles on Water Governance at city level  

Source: OECD “OECD Principles on Water Governance”, OECD, Paris, available at: www.oecd.org/gov/regionalpolicy/ OECD-Principles-on-Water-Governance-brochure.pdf. 
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